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some four hundred pages of a double-columned volume,
But assuredly the time was not wasted. The speeches
showed a closer grip of the difficulties to he surmounted and
a clearer recognition of the necessity for compromise.
The speech of Mr. Deakin rose to a level of eloquence
not easy to surpass.   'Is it possible*, he said, 'when the
Australian people for the first time have emerged as an
Australian people, represented in an Australian Assembly
to draft an Australian Constitution, that its great promise
should disappear unfulfilled ? ., . The Constitution we seek
to prepare is worthy of any and every proposed sacrifice,
for it is no ordinary measure, and must exercise no short-
lived influence, since it preludes the advent of a nation. ,.,
We are the trustees for posterity, for the unborn millions,
unknown and unnumbered, whose aspirations we may help
them to fulfil, and whose destinies we may assist to deter-
mine/   The proceedings at Adelaide lasted a little more
than a month, and at the end a Bill had been settled, which,
though it did not represent the unanimous voice of the
delegates, at least bore witness to a gradual rapprochement
among them, which promised well for the future.   It was
soon apparent that the question of the tariff was no longer
a lion in the way; the main difficulty being over the ques-
tion of the Senate and its relations to money bills, and over
the financial provisions.   Suggestions were thrown out in
committee foreshadowing the arrangement afterwards made
to avoid deadlocks^ but the Bill at this stage contained no
meh provision.   In spite of the acute faroplai of Sir Eichard
Baker, it was recognized that the system of responsible
government was inevitable, and members of the Executive
Council were obliged to become members of Parliament
within tliree months of taking office.   The clauses with
regard to the distribution of the surplus revenue from
customs duties were stUl in a form far from satisfactory to
tiie smaller Colonies,           .   .:..-.
of the Bill by the various Australian Parlia-